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“I’m very much the anti-hero in real life,
but I compensate madly in my dreams.”

Glenn Gould

“A must see film.”
- John Anderson, VARIETY
“A stunning array of archival
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The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
A DOCUMENTARY FILM BY MICHÈLE HOZER & PETER RAYMONT

An enigmatic musical poet, world-renowned pianist Glenn Gould continues to captivate twenty-seven
years after his untimely death.
His inimitable music and writing reveal an insightful worldview that we are still unraveling – his use of
complex recording technologies, including manipulating recordings over dubbing, was unprecedented.
Though there have been many documentaries about Gould, most are distracted by his eccentricities,
focusing on the pills, gloves, and scarves while missing the man and message behind the music.
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould pierces through the myths, revealing the man beneath the
icon.
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould weaves together an unprecedented array of never-before
seen footage of Gould, photographs and excerpts from his private home recordings and diaries plus
personal interviews with Gould’s most intimate friends and lovers, some who have never spoken about
him publicly before, to reconstruct his thoughts on music, art, society, love, and life. (Interviews include
Cornelia Foss, Roxolana Roslak, Ray Roberts, Petula Clark, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Lorne Tulk, John Roberts, Mark Kingwell and many others).
In our current media saturated world, where information trumps knowledge, there’s a profound need
for someone who cuts through the static, and speaks to us with a clear, candid, and timeless tone. That
is one of Glenn Gould’s most profound gifts.
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THE BIOGRAPHY CHANNEL, TVONTARIO, THE KNOWLEDGE NETWORK, THIRTEEN/WNET NEW YORK
AMERICAN MASTERS, ZDF-ARTE, SVT Swedish Television AB, NPS TELEVISION, THE NETHERLANDS
AND WITH THE CO-OPERATION OF THE ESTATE OF GLENN GOULD
World Sales: Films Transit International, Inc.
Running time: 106 minutes

“A must see film”
‐ John Anderson, VARIETY
“Genius Within is the most complete portrait yet of this complex artist…3.5 stars out
of 4”
‐ Peter Howell, Toronto Star
“3.5 out of 5 stars…Intriguing….Genius Within allows Gould to speak”
‐ Jay Stone, National Post
“Wonderfully detailed…Illuminating”
‐ John Griffin, Montreal Gazette
“Even those of us who don’t know about Gould’s work will appreciate this film.”
‐ Steve McLean, MSN.ca
“A Gem” ‐ Nomi Morris, GlobalPost
“Genius Within looks and sounds as captivating as its story.”
–Eye Weekly, Kieran Grant
“This is not ʹjust another Gould filmʹ. This is the film that Gouldʹs colleagues, critics
and other music lovers want you to see.”
– BlogTO
“See this fascinating film, a must‐see for any music lover”
‐ Taylor Berry, She Does the City
“This film will likely become the gauge by which we measure the quality of future films
about Gould. It is a brilliant and highly accurate piece of work…”
‐ Penny Johnson, F Minor/The Glenn Gould Foundation
“Genius begets Genius . . . a Film worthy of its Subject.”
‐ John McGreevy, Producer/Director “Glenn Gould’s Toronto”

“Everyone interested in Gould should see this movie”
‐ Colin Eatock, Whole Note Blog
“A lively trip through Gould’s life
‐ David, Anglican Samizdat
ʺA wealth of archival material…A fine biographical portraitʺ
‐ Christopher Jones, Live with Culture.ca
“Highly recommended”
‐ Joseph So, La Scena Musicale
“A stunning array of archival footage highlighted by personal anecdotes from close
friends…”
– Steve Gow, Metro
“…Packed with compelling interviews…The documentary is a fascinating record of a
key moment in our cultural history”
– Cinema Online
“If you want to know why this man is considered one of the greatest pianists of the
last century …or if you just want to encounter a veritable fireworks display of
personality, this is the movie to see.”
‐ The Vancouver International Film Festival
“You leave Genius Within in a wondrous daze... Repeat: you leave Genius Within, but
it does not leave you. Maximum thumbs and huzzahs to Genius Withinʹs makers
Michèle Hozer & Peter Raymont.”
‐ Ron Davis, Musician, The Pianobabbler Blog
“Genius Within gifts us with an invigorating and brightly unsettling journey into the
complex psyche of Glenn Gould. Through the miracle of vintage film we are lured into
the dense forest of his imagination – mischievous and divine. Gould exhibits his
unparallel skills, shuffles in his ever‐present overcoat, and is so alive that we sense his
footsteps, and feel his breath as we are assaulted by the duality of his smile.”
‐ Patti Smith, Singer/Songwriter
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Review: Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn
Gould
BY JOHN GRIFFIN, THE GAZETTE

DECEMBER 4, 2009

Glenn Gould was an icon on the order of James Dean.
Photograph by: White Pine Pictures, National Post
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
Rating 4
Starring: Glenn Gould, Cornelia Foss, Christopher Foss
Playing at: Cinema du Parco
Parents' guide: for all.

How does this sound? Glenn Gould - rock star.
A quarter century after his demise, in 1982, age 50, the Torontonian variously described as "one of the greatest musicians of the
20th century," "one of the great pianists of all time," and "a nut, but a genius nut," is the subject of Genius Within: The Inner Life of
Glenn Gould, a piercing new profile by Peter Raymont and Michele Hozer.
The man who managed to record two versions of the Goldberg Variations that were unlike anything ever heard before and utterly
unlike each other is revealed as a seer for this century.

http://www.montrealgazette.com/story_print.html?id=23 00907&sponsor=
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He carefully manipulated and controlled his own image for mass consumption and the promotion of his career. He anticipated the
time when the public could contribute to the recording process, and used nascent technology to shape his own recordings after
abandoning the concert circuit in 1964, at the ripe old age of 31.
And he cultivated an air of elegant, arty, fiercely articulate eccentricity so pronounced that it may well have taken over him. By any
measurement, Gould was a walking, humming model of the musician as tortured artist, world-class hypochondriac and developing
paranoiac.
That portrait is wonderfully detailed in interviews with those who considered him a friend, working partner, oddity or lover. Those
same people also describe him as charming, funny, curious and a great pal to all children and animals.
Raymont and Hozer follow the arc of his career, from a middle-class upbringing in Toronto, the only child of doting parents; the
early recognition of his prodigious talents and music school; through his stratospheric rise in the cutthroat world of classical
performance in the 1950s.
The performances are sensational, the physicality riveting, the hair perfectly disarranged. He kills in New York, holds the Soviet
Union in the palm of his gloved hands, and is a global media darling.
Particularly illuminating to me was the relationship he developed with German émigré composer Lukas Foss, his painter wife,
Cornelia, and their two children. The romance with Cornelia would contribute to the breakup of her marriage, and she and the
children would join Gould in Canada, between 1968 and 1972.
Gould told Cornelia "he would die at 50." And did.
jgriffin@thegazette.canwest.com
© Copyright (c) The Montreal Gazette
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ON SCREEN

Photogenius: the ever-iconic gould

Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
BY KIERAN GRANT December 02, 2009 21:12

Mind that title: Peter Raymont and Michèle Hozer’s documentary is not an analysis of Glenn
Gould’s work, his innovations or his eccentricity. And it’s just as well. The whole Gouldthe-quirky-genius legacy is so well-established that Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
practically cruises across the mythic Toronto pianist’s set persona on its way to uncovering the
person who was — quite actively, if not always consciously — propping that persona up. With
excellent movies such as Thirty Two Short Films About Glenn Gould and the 1959 companion
pieces Glenn Gould: On the Record/Off the Record as portraits of artistry, Raymont and Hozer’s
film is all the more touching because it presents Gould as something of an ordinary extraordinary
guy. He was, from his happy childhood to his premature death at 50, a slouching contradiction who
craved solitude but valued relationships, eschewed public performance but exerted fanatical
control over his public image, and seemed both amused and bemused by his own dark side.
A wealth of archival footage, some of it previously unseen, and the obvious audio treasures ensure
that Genius Within looks and sounds as captivating as its story. The filmmakers go heavy on
talking heads (keeping track gets distracting), but the upshot is an articulate and emotional oral
history of an entire life. And, as Gould himself was a charming talker who never looked less than
iconic in a photo or film reel, the subject himself is vividly present. Consider it an inner life
unearthed.

03/12/2009 11:52 AM

GEORGIA STRAIGHT
http://www.straight.com/node/260298
Movie Reviews
October 1, 2009

Vancouver International Film Festival charms,
bewilders, and cajoles
By Janet Smith, Ken Eisner, and Mark Harris

Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould (Canada)
Drawing on the great pianist’s well-documented career (and a few needless re-creations),
this handsomely crafted film gets closer than we’ve been to the human being beneath the
eccentricities. What’s striking is not so much the strangeness of this brilliant
hypochondriac but how loved he was, and is.
Granville 7, October 4 (7 p.m.), 5

VIFF: Capsule reviews
Vancouver Sun
October 1, 2009
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould: This brilliant Canadian pianist is mostly
remembered as an eccentric esthete; this documentary by Canadian directors Michele Hozer and
Peter Raymont presents a different Gould, one who not only has an interest in romance but who
has a secret love affair with a woman named Cornelia Foss, who was the wife of a fellow pianist,
Lukas Foss. The story of Gould’s romantic life is wrapped into a biography that is somewhat
familiar — this is, after all, the 18th movie about Gould — but frequently lively. It includes rare
footage of Gould horsing around, singing to elephants or directing a mock movie that show a
rarely seen lighter side.
Showing Sunday 7 p.m., Granville 2; Monday, 10:30 a.m., Granville 2; Tuesday Oct. 13, 11:20
a.m., Granville 2.
Jay Stone, Canwest News Service
© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun

http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story//20090901/tiff_glenn_go
uld_090903/20090903?s_name=tiff2009
Inner life of genius Glenn Gould exposed in new documentary

'Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould,' a collaboration between award-winning
documentary director Peter Raymont and award-winning editor Michele Hozer.
By: Andrea Janus, CTV.ca News
Date: Thu. Sep. 3 2009 6:36 AM ET
A new documentary aims to show "the more human side of Glenn Gould," a man as famous for his
reclusiveness and bizarre personal habits as he was for his music.
The movie debuts later this month at the Toronto International Film Festival.
For "Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould," co-directors Michele Hozer and Peter Raymont
have compiled never-before-seen footage and interviews with friends and lovers who have never, or
rarely, spoken publicly about Gould.
The film paints a portrait of Gould as funny and intelligent, but a troubled artist. He had a number of loyal
friends and millions of fans, but preferred the solitude of his family's northern Ontario cottage.
•

WATCH: Directors discuss Glenn Gould

"What we were trying to do is look at the myth alongside the man, and show both sides," Hozer said
during an interview with CTV's Canada AM.

"A lot of times you think of Glenn Gould, you think of the hat, and the scarf and the gloves, a bit of a
recluse. What we wanted to try and show is the more human side of Glenn Gould. Show his genius, but at
the same time show his human side."
A number of books and films have dissected Gould, who died of a stroke in 1982 at age 50, but the
documentary allows the artist and those closest to him to tell the story -- there is no narrator.
While his ever-present gloves and overcoat, his constant humming while he played and his germaphobia
and pill-popping make their way into the film, his friendships -- and his relationships with women -- are
perhaps detailed here more so than ever before.
While fans and critics often wondered if Gould was gay or even asexual, it was recently revealed that the
pianist had a nearly five-year love affair with artist Cornelia Foss, who was married to pianist and
composer Lukas Foss.
Foss, who moved to Toronto with her two young children to be with Gould for a time before returning to
her husband, describes Gould in the film as funny, engaging, intelligent, but admitted "he was solitary."
And it's her children, who are both interviewed for the film, who may reveal the most about Gould, Hozer
says. The two affectionately recall their time in Toronto with the pianist, who doted on them, and sadly
discuss their separation from him when their parents reunited.
"That was a great surprise, seeing the children, Christopher and Eliza, and how they were touched by
Glenn Gould," Hozer says. "Kids have a way of seeing through people and seeing how genuine they are,
and it gives us a new layer to Glenn Gould when we see how affectionate these kids were with him."
With this film, Hozer makes her debut as a director after a career as Gemini award-winning editor with
more than 50 films under her belt. She has worked with Raymont for eight years, including on "Shake
Hands with the Devil: The Journey of Romeo Dallaire," which won a 2007 Emmy for best documentary
and the audience award at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival.
In this, their first co-directing partnership, the duo allows the artist to tell his own story.
Numerous interview clips and home movies show off a silly sense of humour not seen by many outside of
Gould's close circle of friends. Those include a moment during a road trip when he stopped to serenade
zoo animals in German before collapsing in a fit of giggles.
There is also a touching moment when a friend and collaborator recalls Gould saying he felt so close to
him that he wished they could become brothers.
"We found a lot of footage and audio recordings of Glenn Gould, telling us about his hopes and his fears
and his dreams," Raymont told Canada AM. "So it's really a new and very different side to this
extraordinary Canadian."

METRO – TORONTO

http://www.metronews.ca/toronto/entertainment/
article/309926--tiff-film-review-genius-within-theinner-life-of-glenn-gould
TIFF Film review: Genius Within: The Inner Life of
Glenn Gould
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Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
Rating:

***

It seems like there’s been a load of documentaries made about Glenn Gould.
But the truth is, this thorough straightforward study manages to show how the mysterious
Canadian musician fits into our psyche despite having died 27 years ago.
With a stunning array of archival footage highlighted by personal anecdotes from close
friends, the movie doesn’t break any new ground, but it’s still an honourable dedication.
• For movie trailers, photos and screen times, or to buy tickets, click here

More about Toronto International Film Festival , Genius Within: The Inner Life of
Glenn Gould , TIFF Film reviews
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Sun, Oct 4th 7:00pm
Empire Granville 7 Th 2

$11.00

Mon, Oct 5th 10:30am
Empire Granville 7 Th 2

$8.00
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Empire Granville 7 Th 2

$8.00
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Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould
[GLENN] (Feature)
Canadian Images
(Canada, 2009, 95 mins, HDCAM)
Directed By: Michèle Hozer,
Peter Raymont
PROD: Peter Raymont
CAM: Walter Corbett
ED: Michèle Hozer
MUS: Glenn Gould
Cast: Glenn Gould, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Petula Clark
Near the start of this superb doc, there's an audio clip of Glenn Gould
saying that what gives the arts their power and distinction is their ability to
create and impose a "distance from the world." Genius Within is a thorough
investigation into the ways Gould both engaged with and insulated himself
from his environment. A wily provocateur and reclusive eccentric, Canada's
most famous classical musician was nothing if not complex and manysided. It's a testament to the strength of this film that it breaks through the
seeming contradictions of Gould's strange personality to show a cohesive,
nuanced whole.
A musical prodigy born and raised in Toronto, Gould gained national
renown for his musical broadcasts before bursting onto the world stage
when he signed to Columbia Records and released an audacious
interpretation of Bach's "Goldberg Variations." There's lots of background
and context in this doc, from precise discussion of his playing technique to
reminiscences from his (few) close friends. There's also a feast of interview
material, live performances, and recordings that will be satisfying to Gould
aficionados and tantalizing to neophytes. If you want to know why this man
is considered one of the greatest pianists of the last century, or you've ever
pondered the links between genius and eccentricity, or if you just want to
encounter a veritable fireworks display of personality, this is the movie to
see.

For ticketing information please phone 604.683.FILM (3456) or email boxoffice@viff.org
Powered by The tix/SYS Box Office Management System and synercom/edi

http://www.viff.org/tixSYS/2009/xslguide/eventnote.php?notepg=1&EventNumber=4926
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The Contrapuntal Blog
http://theglenngouldfoundation.blogspot.com/2009/09/genius‐within‐inner‐life‐of‐glenn‐gould.html

Friday, September 18, 2009
Penny Johnson
Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould

Hello all!
To give a quick report on the new documentary that screened at TIFF this week - Genius Within:
The Inner Life of Glenn Gould - I am happy to report that this will likely become the gauge by
which we measure the quality of future films about Gould. It is a brilliant and highly accurate
piece of work, in that the many interviews conducted, were done with those who were closest to
Gould. The Foss family is absolutely delightful, and one really gets a sense of how much of
Gould's public facade was just that. While the film is not just about his relationships with
women, namely Cornelia Foss, it does make up a good portion. And rightly so, because never
before have we been able to see this other side of Gould. There are some incredible pictures
AND footage which has never been seen before. The film does not sensationalize anything or
anyone, nor does it perpetuate the myth of him being a recluse who wears winter clothing in the
summer. Gould definitely had issues with being in control, and totally knew what he was doing
in creating his own image. Let's face it, we all still buy into it to some extent. This film goes
beyond that, as I said, and shows us a side that has not yet been revealed. We need to know this
side existed, not to be nosy or anything, but more importantly, to have an accurate conception of
who he was and what he was about. It's a brilliant film and you all MUST see it! It's worth it for
the interviews alone, never mind the footage. I particularly liked the interviews with Lorne Tulk,
Kevin Bazzana and Pet Clark. Yes, she's in it too!
On a side note, we were informed that the film will be in theatres across Canada very soon, and
also that an American company has purchased the rights to show it in that country (not sure
about overseas). I believe that company will be announced shortly. In the US, the film will
show in about 30 different cities. Back here in Canada, a shortened version of the film will air
on Valentine's day, on the Bravo! network. As for when it comes out on DVD, I have been
advised by the Estate that it likely won't be for at least another 6 months. Indeed, something to
look forward to!
Best wishes from Toronto!
Penny Johnson (Contributing Author, The Glenn Gould Foundation)
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Anglican Samizdat
December 7, 2009
Genius Within – Glenn Gould
Filed under: music — David @ 12:10 am
Tags: music
I used to find trying to ignore Glenn Gould’s humming while listening to him play the piano
annoying, but at some point it became a part of the performance. Now I can listen to the entire Well
Tempered Clavier and not notice the vocal accompaniment; I would probably miss it. What is less
easy to overlook is Gould’s cut and paste approach to recording; he used to splice different
performances together to make what – to his mind – was a result that was closer to perfection. This
wasn’t very noticeable on the old vinyl versions of his records, but the newer digital offerings make
the splices very plain – and disconcerting.
Nevertheless, Gould was a great pianist and, in particular, a great exponent of J. S. Bach; he is one of
Canada’s national treasures. He was also very eccentric. For example, he took great delight in
constructing improbable theories about the virtues of Petula Clark’s singing; he liked to conduct an
imaginary orchestra while playing and he insisted on sitting on a butchered kitchen chair made by his
father – and there was the humming. He had strange ideas about the inner heartbeat of a piece of
music; he applied the theory to the tempos of the sections of the Goldberg Variations; it never made
much sense to me, but there is something about his interpretation that is compelling.
When he was 31 he gave up concert performances to concentrate on studio recordings; for a lesser
musician this would have signalled the end of a career, but not for Gould. Tragically, he died in 1982
aged 50.
There is a new film about him that suggests that the eccentricity was to some extent manufactured; I
very rarely go to the cinema, but I might go to see this:
Canadian pianist Glenn Gould is a man of endless fascination, at least to Canadian
filmmakers. Genius Within, a new documentary, is the 18th film about Gould, ranging
from early looks at the piano prodigy to the feature film Thirty Two Short Films About
Glenn Gould, which divided his life into movements, like the Goldberg Variations, and
put them on the screen as a sort of mosaic portrait of an eccentric and troubled man.
The eccentricity is part of the fascination. “Ultimately there’s a mystery at the heart of
Glenn Gould,” philosopher Mark Kingwell says in Genius Within, and it is a mystery that
even new revelations about Gould’s love life cannot entirely dispel. Genius Within is the
first film made since it was learned that, as someone says in the film, “his dark secret”
was that he had normal relations with women.
The movie, directed by documentary veterans Michele Hozer and Peter Raymont, takes
us on a familiar but lively trip through Gould’s life, using interviews and old footage —
of which there is an awful lot — to get us up to speed on the life of this mythical genius,
an icon, as someone says, on the order of James Dean.

http://anglicansamizdat.wordpress.com/2009/12/07/genius-within-glenn-gould/
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Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn Gould

Showing at the Toronto International Film Festival: Genius Within: The Inner Life of Glenn
Gould, directed by Michèle Hozer and Peter Raymont
Glenn Gould is arguably the most documented classical musician of the last century. In
addition to numerous films about him (including François Girard's seminal Thirty Two Short
Films About Glenn Gould and two fine portraits by Roman Kroitor), Gould appeared in
countless radio and television programmes, culminating with John McGreevy's legendary
Glenn Gould's Toronto.
Still, few of these pieces have managed to truly capture all of the myriad contradictions that
made up Gould. Most have readily accepted his carefully groomed public persona. One of
the more notable aspects of Michèle Hozer and Peter Raymont's Genius Within: The Inner
Life of Glenn Gould is how it explores the incongruities between Gould's private reality and
his wider image. It investigates Gould's personal life, specifically his long-running affair with
painter Cornelia Foss, his drug intake and how his public facade began to take over his
existence.
Genius Within is packed with compelling interviews with key people in Gould's life, including
childhood friends, collaborators and even pop singer Petula Clark (a semi-ironic obsession
for Gould). Hozer and Raymont have unearthed some truly extraordinary unseen footage,
like the short film Gould made with writer and photographer Jock Carroll in the Caribbean.
The documentary is a fascinating record of a key moment in our cultural history – that postwar period in the fifties and sixties when you could actually begin to discuss Canadian
culture as a distinct entity. But what ultimately emerges is a man imprisoned by his own
eccentricities and an image that came to dominate his life. In many ways, the film is a
portrait of loneliness and isolation, which some saw as Gould's overriding themes in his
radio work and writing. Genius Within is an assured, comprehensive and balanced portrait of
one of Canada's most significant cultural icons.
Posted by Elise at 11:05 AM
Labels: canada, documentary, genius within the inner life of glenn gould, glenn gould,
michele hozer, toronto international film festival
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